Changes of progesterone level in the plasma of sows during the estrous cycle.
Changes of progesterone level in the plasma of sows during the estrous cycle. Acta Physiol. Pol., 1978, 29 (2): 177--183. The investigations were carried out on 12 sows of the Polish Large White and Polish White Longeared breeds. Blood samples were taken daily from auricular veins between 8 and 11 a.m. The progesterone level was determined in the blood plasma by the competitive protein--binding technique. The results obtained were within the limits of below 1 to 25 ng/ml plasma. During ovulation the plasma progesterone level was lowest. It increased markedly beginning with the 4th to 6th day of the estrous cycle, reaching its peak on the 14th and 15th day and then fell significantly to a minimum value in the estrous period. Individual differences in the plasma progesterone level between the sows were also noted.